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Synopsis

Using his father's watch as a key, Jake intends to return to Calypsos. Instead he’s thrust into a
strange desert land where he’s joined by his friends Marika, Pindor, and Bach’uuk and his sister,
Kady. As they try to figure out what to do next, a surprise attack by the beautiful young Princess
Nefertiti takes them all captive.Soon even she is battling the Skull King’s minions. For Jake has
something the Skull King wants--a prize that will give its owner awesome power, including control of
the fearsome Howling Sphinx. In a new pounding adventure, Jake races against time to outfight and
outwit Kalverum Rex, knowing that if the Skull King wins, he’ll be unstoppable.Filled with
unexpected danger, challenging puzzles, and dazzling action, this is a first-rate, fast-paced thriller--a

read only James Rollins could have created!
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Customer Reviews

James Rollins is a natural-born storyteller, of that there can be no doubt. As a long-time fan of his
adult novels, | have absolutely no problem embracing a whiz-bang of a YA page-turner, and this

one’s a doozy! The story began in Rollins’ YA debut, Jake Ransom and the Skull King’s Shadow.



Mr. Rollins helpfully recaps the highlights of the first book, but | really think you’re going to want to
read these books in order. As you may have gathered, Jake Ransom and his sister Kady are back.
This book picks up their story just three months after the events of the first. The VVV (Vaguely
Voldemortian Villain) that they defeated in the first novel is still gunning for them. In fact, a brief
prologue set in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings involves the discovery of an ancient artifact and ends
with these ominous words: "With this, | will make Jake Ransom suffer."Meanwhile, after barely
escaping the lost world of Calypsos with their lives, both Jake and Kady have taken a sudden
interest in self-defense. Jake studies tae kwon do, and when not cheerleading, Kady fences. The
last book ended with a small clue to the fate of their missing archeologist parents. But suddenly
others want to get their hands on the clue that Jake and Kady found. Something is definitely up. And
the two have a strong suspicion that it has to do with an Egyptian exhibit that's about to open in New
York. They’re correct; as an artifact in the exhibit turns out to be the lock that fits their key--and
abruptly they’re transported... Not back to Calypsos. They’ve landed in a scorching hot desert, in a

land very much like Egypt--if Egypt had velociraptors!

For months, Jake Ransom has experienced frightening nightmares and has gone through the
motions of middle-grade life in his Connecticut home. With a heart heavy from grief brought on by
not knowing the fate of his mother and father, Jake has taken up Tae Kwon Do. His older sister
Kady fills her high school days with friends and cheerleading, as well as taking up a sword and
learning how to fence.Months earlier, after Jake and Kady returned from Pangaea, they made a
pact not to tell anyone about the discovery of their father's pocket watch.Determined to find out if
their parents are dead or lost somewhere in time, Jake and Kady hope to use their father’'s watch to
return to the prehistoric world of Calypsos, where Jake has stared down Kalverum Rex, the evil
Skull King. Jake is certain his father’s gold anniversary pocket watch is the key to unlocking the
mystery of his parents’ disappearance, and is convinced that his mother’s inscription inside the
watch gives a significant clue.At Tae Kwon Do practice one day, Jake survives a fiery accident. But
was it an accident? When he returns home, he interrupts a burglary and is almost kidnapped. Was
the kidnapping a ruse to trick Jake into revealing the location of the watch? The following day, while
viewing a special exhibit of an Egyptian mummy during a visit to a museum, Jake is transported to a
strange desert land, where he is joined by Kady as well as Pindor, Marika and Bach’uuk --- all
friends from his previous visit to Calypsos. In the hostile desert land, they are attacked by a pack of
blood-thirsty velociraptors, taken captive by a tribe of hunters led by Princess Nefertiti and pursued

once again by the Skull King.
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